
 
 

 

 

 

West Sussex County Council – Annual Meeting 

 
1 April 2022 

 

At the Annual Meeting of the County Council held at 10.30 am on Friday, 1 April 
2022, at County Hall, Chichester PO19 1RQ, the members present being: 

 
Cllr Bradbury (Chairman) 

 
Cllr Wickremaratchi (Vice-Chairman) 
Cllr Albury 

Cllr Ali 
Cllr Atkins, RD 

Cllr Baldwin 
Cllr Baxter 
Cllr Bence 

Cllr Boram 
Cllr Britton 

Cllr Burgess 
Cllr Burrett 

Cllr Cherry 
Cllr Chowdhury 
Cllr Condie 

Cllr A Cooper 
Cllr B Cooper 

Cllr Cornell 
Cllr Crow 
Cllr J Dennis 

Cllr N Dennis 
Cllr Duncton 

Cllr Elkins 
Cllr Evans 
Cllr Gibson 

Cllr Greenway 
Cllr Hall 

Cllr Hillier 
Cllr Hunt 
Cllr Johnson 

Cllr Joy 
Cllr A Jupp 

Cllr N Jupp 
Cllr Kenyon 

Cllr Kerry-Bedell 
Cllr Lanzer 

Cllr Linehan 
Cllr Markwell 
Cllr Marshall 

Cllr McDonald 
Cllr McGregor 

Cllr Mercer 
Cllr Milne 

Cllr Mitchell 
Cllr Montyn 
Cllr Nagel 

Cllr Oakley 
Cllr O'Kelly 

Cllr Oppler 
Cllr Payne 
Cllr Pendleton 

Cllr Pudaloff 
Cllr Quinn 

Cllr Richardson 
Cllr Russell 
Cllr Sharp 

Cllr Smith 
Cllr Sparkes 

Cllr Turley 
Cllr Urquhart 
Cllr Waight 

Cllr Wall 
Cllr Walsh, KStJ, RD 

 
71    Chairman  

 

71.1 Cllr Wickremaratchi, the Vice-Chairman of the Council, took the 
chair for the election of Chairman of the County Council. 

 
72    Election of Chairman  

 

72.1     The Vice-Chairman stated that he had one nomination for the office 
of Chairman of the Council, that of Cllr Pete Bradbury. Cllr Bradbury 

was elected Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year. 



 
 

 

 

 

  
72.2     Cllr Bradbury made the prescribed declaration of acceptance of 

office and took the chair. 

 
73    Election of Vice-Chairman  

 
73.1     The Chairman stated that he had one nomination for the office of 

Vice-Chairman of the Council, that of Cllr Sujan 

Wickremaratchi.  Cllr Wickremaratchi was elected Vice-Chairman of 
the Council for the ensuing year. 
  

73.2     Cllr Wickremaratchi made the prescribed declaration of acceptance 
of office. 

 
74    Support for Ukraine  

 
74.1     The Chairman referred to the on-going situation in Ukraine and 

thanked members for wearing blue and yellow as a mark of support 
for all those who were suffering the ravages of war. He expressed a 
hope for a speedy resolution to the conflict. 

 
75    Death of Former Member  

 
75.1     The Chairman reported the death of Mrs Dorothy Hatswell who had 

represented the Imberdown division from 1996 to 1997. 

  
75.2     The Council stood for a minute’s silence in memory of Mrs Hatswell. 

 
76    Butler Trust Award  

 

76.1     The Chairman reported that Paul Wood of the Youth Offending Team 
had received one of the 10 national awards made annually by the 

Butler Trust. The awards, presented by the Trust’s Royal Patron, 
Her Royal Highness the Princess Royal, are given to those working 
in prisons, probation and youth justice to reward the most 

outstanding examples of the dedication, skill, and creativity found 
throughout the criminal justice. Members expressed their 

congratulations to Paul on his achievement. 
 

77    Women's Cricket World Club Final  

 
77.1     The Chairman congratulated the England women’s cricket team on 

reaching their sixth World Cup Final. 
 

78    Attendance and Apologies for Absence  

 
Attendance 

  
78.1     The following members attended the meeting virtually and therefore 

did not take part in or vote on items requiring a decision. 

  
Cllr Elkins, Cllr Hall, Cllr Hillier, Cllr Markwell, Cllr Mitchell, 

Cllr Payne and Cllr Richardson (afternoon session). 



 
 

 

 

  
Apologies 

  

78.2     Apologies were received from Cllr Bennett, Cllr Charles, Cllr Dunn, 
Cllr Forbes, Cllr Lord, Cllr Oxlade and Cllr Patel. 

  
78.3     Apologies for the afternoon session were received from Cllr Britton, 

Cllr B Cooper and Cllr O’Kelly. Cllr Joy gave his apologies and left at 

3.00 pm. 
  

78.4     Cllr Evans was absent for the afternoon session. Cllr Oppler left at 
3.15 p.m. 

 

79    Members' Interests  
 

79.1     Members declared interests as set out at Appendix 1. 
 

80    Minutes  

 
80.1     It was agreed that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the 

County Council held on 28 February 2022 (pages 5 to 18) be 
approved as a correct record. 

 

81    Review of Proportionality  
 

81.1     The County Council noted its statutory duty to review the 
proportionality on its committees each year and following the recent 
formation of the Green and Independent Alliance Group. A paper on 

the application of the proportionality rules and how they were 
applied, together with a table showing the number of seats on 

committees, was set out on pages 19 and 20. 
  
81.2     Resolved – 

  
That the review of proportionality on committees be agreed. 

 
82    Notification of Appointment of Cabinet Members and Advisers to 

Cabinet Members  
 

82.1     The County Council was reminded that the Leader was required each 

year to give notice to the Council of his appointments to the Cabinet 
and allocation of Cabinet portfolios between the Cabinet Members, 

together with the appointment of Advisers to Cabinet Members. 
  
82.2     The Council noted that Cllr Marshall had given notice to the County 

Council of his appointments for the ensuing year, as set out on 
supplement pages 21 to 26. 

 
83    Appointments  

 

83.1     A schedule setting out the nominations for the re-appointment of 
the members of non-Executive committees, the chairmen, vice-

chairmen, panels and substitutes of those committees and the 



 
 

 

 

 

members of Scrutiny Committees was circulated. Members were 
reminded that appointments of the chairmen and vice-chairmen of 
Scrutiny Committees will be dealt with at the next round of 

committees in the usual way. 
  

83.2     The schedule was agreed as set out at Appendix 2. 
 

84    Address by a Cabinet Member  

 
84.1     Members received a joint address by the Leader and Cabinet 

Member for Children on Young People on the new statutory direction 
meaning Children’s Services will remain under the direct control of 
the County Council. 

  
84.2     Members received an address by the Cabinet Member for 

Community Support, Fire and Rescue on the County Council’s 
response to the refugee situation in Ukraine. 

  
84.3     The Cabinet Member placed on record his thanks to Crawley 

Borough Council and Gatwick Airport for their support in the work to 

assist refugees arriving via the airport. 
  

84.4     In response to a comment from Cllr Quinn that there is need for 
mobile phones for refugees to help them contact family and friends, 
the Cabinet Member agreed to talk to officers. 

  
84.5     In response to a suggestion from Cllr Sharp, the Cabinet Member 

agreed to look at the system operating in Wales and Scotland where 
the governments are acting as sponsors for Ukrainian refugees. 

 

85    West Sussex Transport Plan  
 

85.1     The Council considered the adoption of the West Sussex Transport 
Plan, in the light of a report by the Cabinet Member for Highways 
and Transport (pages 27 to 38). 

  
85.2     Resolved – 

  
That the West Sussex Transport Plan 2022-36 be adopted. 

 

86    Question Time  
 

86.1     Members asked questions of members of the Cabinet on matters 
relevant to their portfolios, as set out at Appendix 4. This included 
questions on matters contained within the Cabinet report (pages 39 

to 44), a supplementary report (supplement page 1) and answers to 
written questions pursuant to Standing Order 2.38 (set out at 

Appendix 3). 
 

87    Motion on Growth Deals  

 
87.1     The following motion was moved by Cllr Boram and seconded by 

Cllr Albury. 



 
 

 

 

  
‘This Council acknowledges the success of the Growth Deals since 
they were first introduced in 2015. The partnerships formed with 

the district and borough councils, along with other external 
partners, have delivered a number of projects across the county 

that have benefitted not only the economic vitality but also the 
public realm offering across many local areas. It is also worthy of 
note that the current Growth Programme has attracted £141m of 

external funding, including levelling up and Local Enterprise 
Partnership funding. 

  
However, we now believe that in addition to the refresh of the 
individual deals that is underway, the Cabinet Member for Support 

Services and Economic Development should also consider a refresh 
of the fundamental components of the Growth Deal programme to 

take account of the following: 
  
(1)        The impact of the COVID pandemic on economic growth in the 

county, particularly those areas that have been hardest hit; 
  

(2)        New ways of working and the shift in work patterns that may 
result from a return to a new normality; and 

  

(3)        The new government policies including the Levelling Up 
Agenda including funding and the targeting of resources.’ 

  
87.2     It was noted that Chichester district should have been included in 

the list of deals being refreshed in the briefing note on factual 

background information. 
  

87.3     An amendment was moved by Cllr Sharp and seconded by 
Cllr Gibson. 

  

‘This Council acknowledges the success of the Growth Deals since 
they were first introduced in 2015. The partnerships formed with 

the district and borough councils, along with other external 
partners, have delivered a number of projects across the county 

that have benefitted not only the economic vitality but also the 
public realm offering across many local areas. It is also worthy of 
note that the current Growth Programme has attracted £141m of 

external funding, including levelling up and Local Enterprise 
Partnership funding. 

  
However, we now believe that in addition to the refresh of the 
individual deals that is underway, the Cabinet Member for Support 

Services and Economic Development should also consider a refresh 
of the fundamental components of the Growth Deal programme to 

take account of the following: 
 
(1)        The impact of the COVID pandemic on economic growth in the 

county, particularly those areas that have been hardest hit; 
  



 
 

 

 

 

(2)        New ways of working and the shift in work patterns that may 
result from a return to a new normality; and 
  

(3)        The new government policies including the Levelling Up 
Agenda including funding and the targeting of resources; and 

  
(4)       The Government’s Environment Act, Decarbonisation 

priorities and Climate Change Committee advice in the 

wake of COP26.’ 
  

87.4     The amendment was lost. 
  

87.5     The motion was approved. 

 
88    Motion on Pension Divestments  

 
88.1     Due to lack of time the motion was deferred to be considered for 

inclusion in the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
 

 
 

 
Chairman 
 

The Council rose at 4.25 pm 
 

 


