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Summary 

The proposal, which is part of a Community Highway Scheme on the section of the 
B2070 London Road through Rake village between 40mph speed limit gateways, 

promotes the lowering of the present 40mph speed limit to 30mph.  This Regulation 
Order is sought under the March 2010 Speed Limit Policy exception, which allows for 
the usual link with actual speeds to be disregarded for village speed limits. 

In addition to the proposed speed reduction, extra measures have been designed to 
assist in reducing the speeds, with Gateways, physical reduction of the carriageway 

widths, a traffic island/pedestrian crossing, removal of road markings and highlighting 
the key junctions with coloured surfacing. 

Further consultation with Rake Parish Council and Local Member Cllr Kate O’Kelly has 

confirmed the local perception that a lower speed limit will influence driver behaviour, 
reduce speeds, and improve road safety.  The proposal is therefore supported by both 

the parish council and the local County Councillor. 

Recommendations  

That the Director of Highways, Transport and Planning agree to implementing the 
change in speed limit using the March 2010 Speed Limit Policy exception 

supplemented with the extra measures proposed for this community highway scheme. 

 

Proposal 

1 Background and context 

1.1 At present the existing 40mph speed limit begins, at the southern end, on 
London Road, approx. 245m north of the junction with Hatch Lane. Travelling 

north, this stretch of road includes approx. 43 frontages and a junction with the 
Bull Hill and Brewells Lane. The existing 40mph ends approx. 28m north of the 
junction with Langley Lane and the adjacent Rake CE Primary School, where the 

existing northbound National Speed Limit begins. 



 

 

1.2 The present 40mph speed limit is signed at the entry points, and with a series 

of repeater signs. The area in which the 30mph reduction is proposed is subject 
to street lighting and repeaters would therefore not be required. 

1.3 Traffic Speed Data from February 2020 at the east of the village indicates that 
average speeds are in the range of 40mph - 41mph in both directions. 

Historical speed data taken at several other locations along the route indicate 
that the speeds are within the same range in both directions. 

1.4 Local perception is that a constant 30mph speed limit will influence driver 

behaviour, slow speeds, and improve road safety. In the latest five years for 
which data is currently available there have been 2 collisions, both serious in 

severity, within the area of the proposed speed reduction. 

2 Proposal details 

2.1 The proposed 30mph is promoted in compliance with the WSCC Speed Limit 
Policy 2010 and specifically with the reduction from 40 to 30 village speed limit 

section. 

2.2 The proposal is to reduce the 40mph speed limit to 30mph from the current 

40mph entrance signs at the south, to a point approximately 28 metres north of 
the junction of London Road and Langley Lane, as shown in Appendix A (PDF, 
1MB). 

2.3 Additional measures proposed have been designed to assist in reducing the 
speeds, with Gateways, physical reduction of the carriageway widths, a traffic 

island/pedestrian crossing, removal of road markings and highlighting the key 
junctions with coloured surfacing. 

3 Other options considered (and reasons for not proposing) 

3.1 None considered. 

4 Consultation, engagement and advice 

4.1 An extended 28-day statutory consultation period ran between 17 June 2021 

and 16 July 2021 due to COVID 19 restrictions. Between these dates copies of 
the Notice, Order plan, draft Order and statements of reasons were available to 

view on the WSCC website, a Notice was advertised in the Chichester Observer 
series newspaper. Notification of the consultation was sent directly to a range of 
stakeholders including the Police and bus companies and a letter drop to 

directly affected frontages. 

4.2 The Local Member Cllr Kate O’Kelly was consulted and is in full support of these 
proposals. 

4.3 Sussex Police were consulted and expressed no objection to the proposals.  

4.4 During the statutory consultation 3 objections were received about the 

proposals from residents that has been summarised in Appendix B (PDF, 50KB) 
to this report together with comments from the Director of Highways Transport 

and Planning 

https://westsussex.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s26016/220921tro1a.pdf
https://westsussex.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s26015/220921tro1b.pdf


 

 

5 Finance 

5.1 The effect of the proposal: 

(a) £89,000 capital funding has been allocated to this scheme and this is 
appropriate enough to cover the proposals. 

(b) The proposals have been reviewed, scored and moderated in accordance 

with the CHS process, which has deemed the project as value for money. 

(c) The proposal will be processed within existing staff resources. 

6 Risk implications and mitigations 

Risk Mitigating Action (in place or 
planned) 

 

Given the recorded average speeds there 

is a risk that the proposed 30mph limit 
might not be sufficiently observed by 

motorists to meet local aspirations for 
lower speeds and improved safety along 
this length of road. 

 

Extra speed reducing features 

are proposed as part of the 
works and will assist in trying to 

reduce the speed of traffic. 

If the TRO is not introduced the concerns 

of the local community will not be 
addressed. 

 

The scheme has support from 

both Parish and County 
Councillors making any objection 

to the scheme less likely. 

7 Policy alignment and compliance 

7.1 The reduction of the speed limit along this area of the network is considered to 
meet with the County Council’s Social Value Policy in that it delivers a safer 

environment for users of the public highway and fulfils the requirements of the 

March 2010 Speed Limit Policy. 

Guy Bell 

Head of Highways – Planned Delivery 

Contact Officer: Syed Islam, Senior Highways Engineer, 0330 222 3177 

Appendices 

Appendix A – Plans of existing and proposed speed limits (PDF, 1MB) 

Appendix B – Summary of objections (PDF, 50KB) 

Background papers 

WSCC Speed Limit Policy 2010 (PDF, 95KB) 

https://westsussex.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s26016/220921tro1a.pdf
https://westsussex.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s26015/220921tro1b.pdf
https://westsussex.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s26011/220921tro1c.pdf

